Introduction
Intermittent convulsions occur in 1% of neonates (O'Donohoe, 1979) ; status epilepticus is a less common problem. Drugs that are routinely used to control status epilepticus include phenobarbitone, phenytoin, diazepam and paraldehyde, together with the correction of any metabolic defect. We report a case of a newborn infant who had convulsions which were extremely resistant to conventional treatment and which only responded to an intravenous infusion of chlormethiazole.
Case report
A female infant was born at 33 weeks gestation, birth weight 2.3 kg, to a 31-year-old healthy primigravida. There was no family history of epilepsy. Pregnancy was uneventful until premature labour of spontaneous onset; this was arrested for 3 days with a salbutamol infusion and then delivery allowed. The baby was born vaginally with forceps used to protect the head. Minimal resuscitation was required: Apgar scores were 8 at 1 min and 10 at 5 min. 
Discussion
Chlormethiazole* has been shown to be an effective anticonvulsant in the control of adult status epilepticus (Harvey, Higgenbottom and Loh, 1976) and in severe toxaemia of pregnancy (Duffus, Tunstall and MacGillivray, 1968 
